


St. Mark Church  
 
 
Saturday, December 29 St. Thomas 
Becket 
5:00 p.m. Patricia & Charity               
Sunday, December 30 The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
  8:00 a.m.  Deacon Paul & Julie Morin             
       (50th Anniversary Blessings) 
10:15 a.m.  The People of the Parish 
12:30 p.m.  Cestaro Family (In Thanksgiving) 
Monday, December 31 
  8:30 a.m. Pavel Malashenkov 
  5:00 p.m. Ed Mucci (Birthday Blessings) 
Tuesday, January 1 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God 
10:15 a.m. Theresa Russo 
12:30 p.m. Gregory Cleland (Birthday Blessings) 
Wednesday, January 2 Saints Basil the Great & 
Gregory Nazianzen 
8:30 a.m. Daniel Donovan 
                Nancy Stanco 
Thursday, January 3 The Most Holy Name of 
Jesus 
8:30 a.m. Joseph Barbara 
Friday, January 4 Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
8:30 a.m. Joseph Barbara 
                Nancy Stanco 
Saturday, January 5 Saint John Neumann 
8:30 a.m. Jamie Dobbelsteyn & Family 
                Margaret Itri  
5:00 p.m. Beena Pulical (Healing) 

St. Margaret Mary Church 
 

Sunday, December 30 
11:00 a.m. Gerard Gagliardi 
Monday, January 1 
11:00 a.m. Russell & Mary Burnside 
Wednesday, January 2 
9:00 a.m. Daniel Donovan 
Friday, January 4 
9:00 a.m. Angela Ferraro 
Sunday, January 6 
11:00 a.m. Jeanne O’Hea                  
 
 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Wednesday after the 9:00 AM Mass 
Homebound in Manhattan Beach:  
If you or someone you know would like to have a Eucharistic 
Minister visit and administer Holy Communion; please call 
Gilda at 718-769-1312. Also, please advise Gilda of any sick 
parishioner who wishes to be included in the Prayer of the 
Faithful at Sunday Mass. 

DECEMBER 30, 2018 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF  

JESUS, Mary and joseph 
 

We think of church, or perhaps religious education 
classes, or a parish school as the place we learn about 
faith.  But none of these is more central to learning     

to live our faith than the household and family. 
 
Today’s Readings:               
  1 Samuel 1: 20-22, 
                       24-28 
  Psalm 84:5a 
   1 John 3: 1-2, 
                   21-24 
   Luke 2:41-52 

COME SPEND TIME WITH JESUS 
FIRST FRIDAY 

January 4 
Holy Hour: after 9 am Mass at      

St. Margaret Mary 
 

EXPOSITION: 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM   
at  St. Mark  

Gifts are available to honor a loved one,  
bread & wine, candles, flowers.  

Please call the rectory for details.  
There are open dates for Mass intentions at St. Mark:  

January 30, 31 
February 2, 5, 6, 7, 9, 14, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 28 

Please pray for the sick:  
Jack Shanker, Tina Cook, Daniel Paluszek, Jimmy Grillo, 

Lisa Lovbosco, Laura Durant, Hope Schwartz, Al 
Comodo, Georgette Scalese, Steven Lentini, Marie 
Giannotti, Carissa D’Alba, Kimberly Palmo, Alfred 

DeMola, Walter Brady, Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa, 
Romilda Zambelli, John Angelo Buccheri, Raymond 

Fazio, Mark Aragona, Olivia LaSpina, Saul Godinez, Maria 
Calise, Rachel Marin, Linda DeFrancesco, Joseph John 

Buccheri, Sally Frances Buccheri, Barbara Harris, 
Kathleen Marshall, Sal Comodo, Tony Inferrara , Lisa 

Montalto, Andrea Montalto, Christopher Walker, Alfred 
DiGrazia, Catherine Guillamon & Diane Camacho  

who is in need of a kidney donor: 718-284-0704.            

Week of December 29—January 5  
The Bread & Wine is offered  

in loving memory of 
William Atsaves 

Requested by the Sammarco Family 
The Sanctuary Lamp is offered  

in loving memory 
of  Alfred Monaco 



                                                                                                                                                         

    Pastor’s Column December 29—30, 2018 
 

          The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 
 

This weekend between Christmas, when we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, and New 
Year’s, when we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, we celebrate the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Our Gospel reading for this feast is the story of Mary and Joseph finding the 
twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple at Jerusalem, the Fifth Joyful Mystery of the Rosary. But in order to be 
found, the young boy Jesus was first separated and then left behind and lost by his parents who spent 
three days looking for him. I am sure that any parent who has been separated from their child for even a 
couple of moments in a jam-packed store or on a crowded beach can easily understand why this incident is 
also considered one of the Seven Sorrows of our Blessed Mother Mary.  St. Luke says, “When his parents 
saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, ‘Son, why have you done this to us? Your 
father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.’”  

 
The family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph was most certainly holy. And while holiness may be defined 

as the perfection of love, it is hard to describe their family life together as perfect in any other respect. Just 
think of all the Gospel stories we have been hearing leading up to, and following the birth of Jesus. After 
the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to tell her she was to bear a son and become the Mother of God, Mary 
took an arduous journey to visit her kinswoman Elizabeth. And after staying with her about three months 
she returned home to Joseph, who was ready to divorce Mary when he saw that she was pregnant with a 
child he knew was not his. It took an angel to convince Joseph to take Mary into his home. And as Mary 
neared her time to give birth, the couple was forced to travel, together this time, to Bethlehem to register for 
the census. Finding no room at the inn, Mary gave birth to her baby in a stable meant for animals. And 
then being warned in another dream that Herod had murderous intentions on their son, Joseph fled with 
Mary and the baby Jesus into Egypt as refugees, leaving his home and carpenter shop in Nazareth behind 
until being told that it was safe to return. 

 
Finding Jesus in the Temple is the last time we hear about St. Joseph in Sacred Scripture. Tradition 

says that Joseph died, making Mary a widowed single mother, not too many years thereafter. So perhaps it 
was because he was taking care of his mother that Jesus did not leave home to begin his public ministry 
until reaching the age of thirty. 

 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph was not always ideal and perfectly tranquil. Their lives 

were filled with difficulties and challenges. But that is what family life is like. It’s hard and often messy, 
filled with anxieties and tensions and ups and downs. But for the family rooted in God, it is also the place 
where we come to experience and learn the meaning of sacrifice, compassion, forgiveness, and love. Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI wrote: “The family is the privileged setting where every person learns to give and 
receive love… The family is also a school which enables men and women to grow to the full measure of their 
humanity.” And our current Holy Father Pope Francis said at the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia 
in 2015: “Love is shown by little things, by attention to small daily signs which make us feel at home. Faith 
grows when it is lived and shaped by love. That is why our families, our homes, are true domestic churches. 
They are the right place for faith to become life, and life to grow in faith.” 

 
At our Masses this weekend we will distribute prayer cards and the Knights of the Baron DeKalb 

will join us at the 10:15 Family Mass as we make an Act of Consecration to the Holy Family. Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, pray for us! 

       -- Fr. Bob    
 

 

 
  

 
 



Generations of Faith: 
                  # Donors      Pledged        Paid 
St. Mark            171    $627,147          $368,647 
St. Margaret       17            $69,530            $36,209   
     Mary   
Final Annual Catholic Appeal 2017: THANK YOU! 
  St. Mark St. Margaret Mary 
Goal:  $40,125   $2,354 
Received:  $55,040               $6,655  
Annual Catholic Appeal 2018: THANK YOU!! 
Goal:  $40,125   $2,354 
Pledged: $76,158               $9,438 
Received: $61,510               $8,863 

Sunday Collection: December 16, 2018 
St. Mark Church 
1st Collection: $3,416.00 
2nd Collection: $1,103.00 
Attendance: 556 
Envelopes Returned: 129 
St Margaret Mary Church 
1st Collection:  $294.00 
2nd Collection: $136.00                                                           
Attendance: 35 
Envelopes Returned: 9 

Meets Thursday nights 7:00 in the 
“Upper Room” 

St. Mark Catholic Academy 
Use East 18th St. entrance 

PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE CHANGE 
St. Marks welcomes our Ukrainian & Russian  

speaking parishioners at 19:00 (7:00 p.m.) 
Mass in Ukrainian –1st Saturday of the Month 
Mass in Russian—3rd Saturday of the Month                    

Fr. Sergiy  718-569-9455 

Attention:  All You Singers Out There! 
Come join us for Choir Rehearsals   
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Church 
Our choir sings at 12:30 p.m. Sunday Mass  

New members are always welcome!  
 

NEXT MEETING:  JANUARY 11 
6:30—9:00  p.m. 
Meet In the Lion’s Den 
Ages 11-18 Welcome 
Contact Michael Davis 347-574-1828 
Adult Volunteers 18+ Needed 

YOUTH CHOIR  
Rehearsals Thursdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Meet in the Church 
Ages 8-16 

St. Mark Rosary Society Meeting 
Please join us for our monthly meeting 
January 6 after the 10:15 Mass in the 

school cafeteria. 
New  members are always welcome.  

Reminder that we are collecting canned 
and non-perishable items for St. Vincent 

de Paul 

Bishop DiMarzio and the staff of 
Catholic Charities Brooklyn and 
Queens along with those served by 
Catholic Charities send their sincerest 
thanks to the parishioners of St. 
Mark/St. Margaret Mary parish for 

their generous contributions to the Christmas Collection 
for Catholic Charities.  Your gifts enable Catholic Charities 
to continue to work with the children and families of our 
diocese who are in need.  If you missed the special 
collection last week, your donation is still urgently needed 
to help Catholic Charities continue our critical work.  
Donations may be mailed to:  Catholic Charities Brooklyn 
and Queens, Attn.:  Development & Communications, 191 
Joralemon Street, 12th Floor, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

The Tablet is transitioning from a parish 
funded model to a reader paid model.  

Please consider purchasing a subscription 
to the Tablet for only $28 per 
year, half the cover price of 

$1.  Sign up cards are  
available in the Church. 

Fr. Bob,  
Fr. Michael,  

Fr. Sergiy, Fr. Joe, 
Fr. Quigley,  

Deacon Paul and 
the entire parish 
staff, wish all of 
our parishioners 
and their families 

a very Happy New Year. 
 

“And he who was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.”  Also 
he said, “Write this down, for these words are 

trustworthy and true.” 
- Rev. 21:5 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Rectory Office will be open 

on  
Wednesday, January 2, 2019. 



Office of Faith Formation 
   718-769-6311                            

religiouseducation1@verizon.net  
Sun.               9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 
Mon.              1:00 p.m.— 5:00 p.m.  
Wed., Thurs. 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

 

Religious Education classes 
resume on Sunday,  

January 6, 2019. 
 

The Christmas Pageant was a huge 
success.  THANK YOU to all the 

children and adults who 
participated in the pageant; they 

were excellent. 
Parents — thank you for bringing 
your children to participate.  Your 

children bring so much joy to 
everyone. 

 
 

If there is anyone in the parish 
community who speaks Urdu, please 
contact either Fr. Mike or Ms. Pino. 

 
ADULT CONFIRMATION: 

If you, or if you know someone who has never 
completed his/her Sacrament of Confirmation.  
Please contact Ms. Pino at 718-769-6311 to 
register. In order to be a Sponsor you must 

have received your Confirmation.   
 

PARISH SERVICE HOURS FOR 
CONFIRMATION: 

Please contact Mr. Davis or Ms. Pino for 
information.   

Must sign up with Ms. Pino. 
 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!         
School resumes on  

January 2, 2019. 

St. Mark Church is now open 
from 8:00 a.m. until 

approximately 7:00 p.m. 
each day.  

 
We invite family and friends 

from our neighborhood to come and see 
our beautiful Angel Tree and Adoration of 

the Christ Display as well as our lovely 
olive wood Nativity. 

 
 Come in and light a candle for a special 
intention.  We have recently replaced our 

old candles with real votive ones.   

     New Years Mass Schedule    
            Solemnity of Mary                          
 The Holy Mother of God                   
 A Holy Day of  Obligation                                              
    ST. Mark  
           Mon. Dec. 31st - 5:00 p.m. 
            Tues. Jan. 1st - 10:15 a.m.                                  
                12:30 p.m. 
ST. Margaret Mary 
  Tues. Jan. 1st - 11:00  
 




